
 

 

                                              COURAGE TO COME BACK                      2019-04-28 

 
1 CHRONICLES 28:20(NLTSE) Be strong and courageous, and do the work.  
 

• When the devil accuses you of past wrongs, do we have the courage to “come back” to the open 
arms of Jesus? 

• Human nature will want to keep running or trying to “hide” from from God, when we’ve blown it 
but the best we can do is throw ourselves at the mercy of Jesus. 

• In John 6, Jesus makes some radical statements about Himself, that offend many, including His 
disciples 

• The people wonder how this Jesus, whom they know as Joseph and Mary’s kid, can claim to be 
the bread of heaven. 

 
JOHN 6:60 Therefore many of His disciples, when they heard this, said, “This is a hard saying; who 
can understand it?” 
Vs 66 From that time many of His disciples went back and walked with Him no more 
Vs 67-68 “Then Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you also want to go away?” 
But Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life” 
 

• The enemy wants to drive a wedge of guilt between you and Jesus. 
 
In LUKE 17:11-17 , Jesus heals 10 lepers, only one returned to give thanks. 

• Do we have the courage to return and give God glory for getting us through difficult times? 

• In MATTHEW 26:36-40 Jesus asks his disciples to pray with Him, during what may have been His 
hour of greatest need and they fall asleep 

• They fell asleep not because they were tired, but because of great sorrow: 
LUKE 22:45 When He rose up from prayer, and had come to His disciples, He found them sleeping 
from sorrow 

• Do we have the courage to return to fellowship after been found “sleeping on the job” 

• Peter denies Jesus three times but Jesus still wants him on His team: 
 
LUKE 22:31-32 “And the Lord said, “Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked for you, that he may 
sift you as wheat. But I have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and when you have 
returned to Me, strengthen your brethren.” 
 

• I wonder what it was like for Peter, after he’d betrayed Jesus? 

•  Do you feel you’ve betrayed Jesus in some way? 

• We have reason to take courage in wanting to return to intimate fellowship with Jesus. Consider 
the following encouraging scriptures: 

 
PSALM 46:1 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble 

• Refuge:  a place to hide and take shelter, just to get away from it all 

• Strength: when we just go on anymore 

• Very present help: God is REALLY there for us 
 



 

 

PROVERBS 18:10 The name of the LORD  is a strong tower; the righteous run to it and are safe. 

• A “strong tower”. This is language used to encourage those engaged in battles and warfare. It 
was good news to a soldier. We can take courage in our battles against the enemy. 

PSALM 103:12 As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from 
us 
 

• In ISAIAH 1:1-15 the scripture describes the extent of the people’s wickedness, then in vs 18, 
God responds with this beautiful invitation: 

 
Vs 18 “Come now, and let us reason together,” says the LORD,“Though your sins are like scarlet, 
They shall be as white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They shall be as wool.  
 
CARE GROUP DISCUSSION 
1. What type of behaviour, would you describe as courageous? 
2. Why do you think David encouraged Solomon to be courageous in 1Chronicles 28:20? 
3. Why do we need courage, in our walk with Jesus? 


